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Karl Eluth visited us there, he managed to get us out of this special

barrack (Testimony K.B.) and we weare transpuorted immediately, not
ter Ausschwitz but to Bergen Belsen. There we knew several of the

leading pecple, who managed cczasionlly to give us a scmewhat better
Jeb., Mirjam volonteered for the old people home and the orphanage. 1

worked in the “shoes smmando™. After being libereted we lived in a

house together with Jo Melkman. Mirjam and I left after a short time.
We stole (organized) bycicles and we tosk with us a memcrandum on the
situation of our co priscners that were liberated, composed by Abel
Herzberg and I.S.de Vries. That was how the situation became known in
the western warld. We traveled on our bicycles from Trobitz (uhere we
were liberated?, srossed the €lbe river and arrived intw Amerizan

territory near Thargau amd we called on the military commander of the

civil Affairs department in Halle. They nsidered this memorandum so

impoytant that they sent ws on to the Division Commander. American

Liaison officers travellsd to Trobitz and confirmed the evidence
reported in the memorandum, After this serious attention was given to
the repatriaticon of the liverated prisaners in Traobitz., We went back

te Halle and a French captain arranged transport for us to Halland,

slthough wfficially repatriaticn to Helland was stopped at that time.
A month after the liberation we were back in Holland.
In Holland we started to resrganise the Heshaloets movement. Tagether

with pecple from the Jewish Brigade, and with the help of Jo Melkman

a paper was started, called "Dawar Hechaloets" (the chalutz post)d.
The first general assembly was held in

laid

strizum, where the basis was

the work of tha Hechalut:z movement after the war. In the
mean time a medical checkup revealed that I was suffering from
pleurisy. I had &2 rest for half a year. In April 1946 we made aliya
to Falestine.

Here follow some details about the Loosdrecht bachshara group.
Ocoupants of the Locsdrecht home &5
Total number of pesple who went into hiding 200
Thase of these ZOU reaching Palestine before Serman capitulation 70
Of these 200 were caught by the fGermans . 10%
Of the Loosdrecht group 30%Z caught. This high percentage was raused
by the relative lack of experience we had with the first group. As

many wers caught in the failure of the group whe tried to reach the

]
i
i
4
i
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Bwiss boorder.

; The 70 youngsters, who reached Israel before the end of the war,

Jeined kibutsim~ Chulicth, Bal £d, Hasorea( and from there to Jakumd

About Joop Westerweel. (1893~1944)

Joop came from a stern religisus backgesund in Zutphen. As a matter

af fact, it really was a religicus sect. Even later when Joop was ne

longer an observant perscn, he still attac

hed importance to the words i

=f the Bible, as befare.(see letter written in the celld.

He was a strong individualist and a confirmed ind€pendent thinker.
Foliti

admirer =f Bart de Ligt.(religinsus sccialist). He salled his youngest

mels Niewwenhuis(social democrats? and an

ally he was near

san after him. As a young teacher Juop went to the Dutch East Indies

(later Indonesial and he was the first Dutchman there impriscned as a
sonsciencicus objector. He was a swarn antimilitarist. Rack in

Holland he refused to pay taxes as part of these taxes went for

military expenses. His property was confiscated, but he managed o

save his books. He was fond of literature and the dramat arts and

he inspired the schoolochildren to creativity. He was a vivacious

parsan and sicnally there were conflicts between him and Hees

Boeke, the spiritual leader of the school and mare the preaching
christian. Joop was a champion of free educaticn. He resisted
conventional prejudice. During the Spanish Fresdom War the children
of this school, called "the Werkplaats"’helped Spanish refugee

mhildren. During the persecuticns of the Jewish papulation .J

a Bit reluctant Kees, opened a section of the school for German

Jewish childrenCin 19395, The initiative came from the children of

the sthool! Mirjam worked in that sectian too

During the days of the

war in Holland ance Jeop brought a wsunded German seldier on a

carrier-bizycle to hospital.

Joop refused to accept an identity card,that were already distributed
befare the Serman azcupation. Alse during the war he only aczepbed
wne when he needed it for his illegal work.Allveady beéfare Mirjam
czntacted him, he was active trying to find hiding places for Jews. ;
Buring the German mccupation he searched for an answer as & human |

being to the terrible things that happened at that time. Helping only
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a few pesple did not satisfy him. During the first days we waorked
together he told us many times that he had been waiting for this kind

of task and responsibility! Ruickly he f-:.-rmed a special feeling of
alliance with the Chalutsim! It was not the mationalistic side of the i
Zimnism what attrackted him.<(He had certain reservations in this :
respect). The sacial idealism, the endeavour to build a new society i
in a new country attracted him %o the world of the chalutsim. ;
Immediately after working hours at his school he went out to work for

the hiding plan of the Loosdrecht group. As a rule he came only back

to his school in Retterdam in early morming, having slept a few hours

in some waiting reom or & train. Seldom he was a night at home. We

tried to persuade him to give up his wark as headmaster of the

Montessori school in Rotterdam; we were afraid that he could not

zarry on with this strenusus way of life. I once visited him at his

school in Fotterdam, but when I started to explain cur worries, he

toeld me: Since I da this illegal werk everything in the scheol goes

e of the

cof

much better.Previsusly I saw arcund me the terrible influen

German cccupaticn and 1 knew that I did nothing against it..

wrse I did net come forth with my pro

posal. In Yught(after he was

zaught) he was an enormous suppart for the other prisaners. Despite

the encracus responsibility and practical wark he had in this illegal

work for the Jewish children, he has always tried te understand and

help every child and see him as a separate persan. He really laved

these children and for most of them this perscnal connection with

Joop has been a guiding factor in their life.

About Kurt Bluth.
During the summer of 1343 we planned & massive escape from

Westerbark. It was a risky plan. It could contain also e sericus risk

for wther chalutsim and other groups in Westerbork. They miaht be

deported immediately as a reprisal measure. We did not want to d ide 3
before talking with one «f the most authoritive peuple of the Jewish
i Council. 1 visited Kurt Bluth in his office. After my explanaticns he :
gave as his opinion that it was pesponsible te try to.let escape as
many chalutsim as possible from Westerbork, what ever the

coansequences.  The plan zould not be executed follswing changes in

the organisation of the Westerbork camp.
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