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BETWERN. LHG
Menachem testifies about "Between the borders". 1955-19607

THE PIONIER RESISTANCE MOVEMENT IN HOLLAND.

THE _ORGANISATION OF THE ESCAPE.

In the fall of 1942 it was decided during o meeting topether wilh
Joop Westerweel, that Shushua would ke it upon himself Lo cross Lhe
borders. One of the reasons was that his Jewish looks and his  German
accent would endanger him  loo much inside Holland. From his first
Lrip Shushu brought with him “moving orders"™ (Marsch belehle) and  on
this occasion we saw the military and para-military printed forms for
the (first time. These papers serxrved as traveling papers for workers,
who worked on defence works and fortifications along Lhe Atlantic
coast. Shushu brought also from France "Laisser Passer"” papers and he
thought these very important for our purpose.

At the same time that Shushu looked for cscape roules across the
borders, we also looked for =2 connection with established escape
groups. Because we did not have enough money we sought contact with
Jews who were well to do and we proposed to them to finance the
escape of a young person from our group.

Translators note: Mirjam Pinkhof remembers, Lthat well~lo-do people,
M 194%. who were looking for an escape route, were asked to
pay for themselves and for an additional person,
who did nolt have the means to pay for himself.

He trusted the smugsliers and we gave our best boys and girls from
Loosdrecht into their hands. The group never reached ils destiny and
later it turned out that they had been delivered into the bands of
the Germans by the smugglers for ransom. None of them roturned.

My main work in Lhe resistance was in Holland itself and T took part
in the smuggling to France only once every two weeks. This work was
done under enormous strain, as it was very dangerous and [ could not
carry it out more than once in two weeks.

Financinl resources.
The funds for Lhe resistance came from different sources. I teok care
of the fundraising from private pcople and from institutions and
organisations in Holland itself. In France Kurl Reilinger was
responsible. He took c¢avre of my necessary expenses Cthere. Joop
Westerweel had relations in Belgium and he also got money from them.
Once 1 transferred a large sum of Belgian francs for him Lo Belgium.

To provide for our peopie in France was noet easy financially, there
were travel, food and living expenses . It happened several times Lhat
our people were called to Touleouse in order to cross over to Spain
and the plan did not work out. Then they had to return te the norlh
to different places and all this cost money. They could do without
money for food during the trip, thanks to specially stamped papers,
entitling the traveller to a free trip and to provisions from the
German army canteen.
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I also lived in Paris in a military hotel free of charge, Ly an order
of Eichmann, received in a military office, Lo which I bad turned to
obtain the permits for crossing the border. According to my papers I
was a young wilitary engineer, working for the Airforce. This
provided me with a certain rank and so | could c.g. eat in expensive
restaurants together with Kurt Reilinger. We were the only ones in
civilian clothes among hundreds of German officers.

Crossing the borders

The illegal crossing of the borders was especially difficult on the
butch~Belgian border. At a coertain stage we used Lravel-permits
issued on behalf of contractors, providing home leave for Cheir Dutch
workers. These papers made it possible to cross the Belgian~French
border without special problems, but not the Dutch border.
For this reason we initially took the young people across on  the
"green vroute", which wmeans across the fields. The procedure was Lo
travel with the boys, carrying forged Dutch papers, to the station
closest to the border, and from there we walked aleng winding paths
to the crossing point, which we were taught by professional
smugglers. We walked across the border and accompanied Lhe young
people to the nearest railway station in Belgium, from where they
proceeded to Antwerpen. 1 did this work together with other members
of the group.

In  Antwerpen the young people were transferred to the next link in
Belgium. Once a forinight we met with Kurt Reilinger and Willy in a
coffee house in Antwerpen. 1 passed the young people on Lo them and
returned to Holland the same way or by another route which was
shorter but more dangerocus.

At that time 1 used three routes:

1) Budel, a place which was discovered by Joop Westerweel, who also
helped with the border crossing. He continued to operate at the same
place, even after he obtained Belgian papers. At the end of 1942 Joop
met a professional smuggler in Mntwerpen. His name was: Le Lievre. He
was the proprietor of a dubious cafe. Joop received from him his
Belgian papers and he changed his Dutch forged papers to the same
namge.

Unfortunately Joop was caught at the same border crossing of Budel,
while moreover carrying the papers he had got from this Le Lievre,
who was suspected of murdering a German police man and of somno othaer
punishable acls. This is a separale story but it is interesling Lo
note that this Belgian was also caught, while he was transferring two
of our boys to the south of France. This was at a time when we did
not yet have an efficient and well spread out organisation. He was
arrested and deported to a concentration camp in Germany, where he
died......

2) Ginneken. This was in my eyes a botter choice. [ used Lo ride on
bicycle to the railway station in Breda, taking every time two peopie
with me. Walking next to wy bicycle I reached a spol, about one
kilometer from the border. My componions walked with me on  the main
road, till we terned into a swall path, very close to Lhe border. I
led the way and the others followed me at a distance of aboul 50
meters from cach other.
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HWe used to arrive at a small smugglers' den, close Lo lhe border.
Usually we entered during the lunch break of the border police and we
watched carefully for a moment when the guard was  absent. We pot
experience  in  observing what happened around us. I left my bieyele
with the smugglers and 1 took the people on foot into Belgium. After
they had arrived at the railway station I returned to Holland.

The 1last time 1§ passed this place, three people were with we. The
socond person did not keep btrack of the person in {ront of him and he
did not keep to the path. The third person followed him  and  Lthey
walked straight into the arms of the Germans. The two-of us arrived
safely at the smugglers’ den and there we received news that  our
friends had been caught and that they had given away ccrets. The
Germans strengthened the guard at the border and we had to wait Ui 11
after dark to cross the border.

I abandoned this Dbordercrossing, when it became clear Lhat the
Germans intensified their vigilance there. Before that [ was once
arrested by the Dutch border guards. 1 could give them a good reason
for being there and they immediately released me.

3) The westernmost spot was situated al the border of Hrabanl wilh
Belgium in Putten. We left the train in Bergen—op~Zoom and travelled
by bus te Putten. Then we crossed the border on foot Lo the town of
Capellen and there we caught a tram to Antwerpen. 1t was a wooded
country and thercfore suitable to hide large groups of fugiltives.
(Willy Westerweel also mentions this crossing point.)

One of our members who helped at the time with the border crossing to
Belgium was iHein Frankel. fic did not Yook Jewish and spoke with a
German-Austirian accent, which he used brazenly. He was  caughlt  in
Holland while escorting a large group of our people carrying papers
of Dytch labourers. 1 was among the organizers of that group, which
also included two German deserters.

We could not find out where Beinz was taken afbter he was
untif we met in the penetential compound for “criminal cases
Westerbork. Y wa Jucky to be released from the compound and senl to
Bergen Belsen instead of to Auschwitz by the intervention of
influential people in the camp. 1 could choose two olher people to
Jjoin me and I chose Hleinz. On the way from Bergen Belsen to Troebitz
Heinz left the train and in this way he saved his Jife.

translators note Since this testimony we lcarned the folfowing:
Nico Schmitzler (today Nathan Shinhar)remembers,that
when the train stopped, as it often did, be went off
together with Beinz Frankel to look for food. When
they returned the train was gone. They were taken
into custody by a German civil guard, bul liberated
after 2 days by the Russian Army and laler Clown to
Eindhoven, Holland by the US airforce,and there they
met Mirjam and Mepachem Pinkhof again.
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The forging of papers and the use of legal

At a later stage we could pass the Dutch-Belgian border with papers.
I cannot say exactly since when, but I believe it was somewhere in
the fall of 1943. I was introduced to this method by a person, who
was not a member of our organisation and whom I met in Paris. We hag
gone to school together and he was called Abraham Hildesheim.

1t was not possible to forge the papers, required for Dulch Iabourers
crossing the Dultch border, because they were printed on watermarked
paper, similar to banknotes. The papers were issued by a special
office of the "Kommandantur" (the office of the commanding officer of
the German army) in Paris. The labourecrs would present Lhemselv
this department with travel oxrders on behalf of their employers.
the strength of this document they would zet the permit from Lhe
local military authorities and after checking in Paris a special
permit for crossing the border would be attached to the travel order.

Our procedure was as follows: We prepared in Holland cach Lime forged
identilty cards for six young people. We could use for this purpose a
type of document, which was no longer valid in Holland, a fact which
was not yet known abroad. I folded them several times Lill Lhey were
small enough to be hidden belween the bottom of my butter container
and its aluminium outer cover. In Paris members of our organisalion
would add travel orders from different employers. They would type the
travel orders themselves on stolen German forms.

Part of such a travel order was a request Lo  the German Commanding
Officer in France to allow the holder te travel to Holland and back.
Our Paris members would stamp the papers with German seals of office,
this was in particular the job of Lolly. After all Lhis 1 would take
travel orders for myself and 5 to 6 other people to the department
issueing the home leave permits, according to the forged identity
cards, we had prepared in Holland.

I told them that my colleagues had charged me to arrange for the
documents for all of us. The danger of this method was, that the
office could phone to the employer for confirmation, that he had
issued the home leave documenits. I knew beforehand, that preparing
the documents would take time and I used to leave the documents at
the office and return for them a short while before my train to
Holland was due to leave.

Sometimes it happened, thal the right forms were not avaiiable at the
office and the clerk had to type them herself - or she would give me
empty forms and once she praised me that I had brought clean identily
cards, while other brought her, she said, crumpled and worn out ones.
She of course did not know, that my identily cards were forged and
that the ink on them was brighter.....

S0 I received the permits to cross the Dutch border and | would again
fold them many times and return by night Lrain to Holland. In Holland
we provided these papers to our people, pretending that they were
Just finishing their home leave and returning to their piace of work
in France. Now the crossing of Lhe border did not present particular
difficulties any more, although it remained always dangerous Lo cross
the Belgian-Dutch border in direction of Holland.

U
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It happened to me several times, that I bad to ps a strict
examination by high officers of the German border police. In my bag I
had the pile of forged documents. ] was saved by the fact Lhat my own
papers were cxcellent and that 1 seemed to be unconcerncd and gave
matter of fact answers to all of their questions.

The use of forged papers reached the point, wherce Kurl Reilinger
travelled with a group of our members Lo Vichy and openiy crossed the
demarcation lime between occupied and wnoccupied France. This too by
virtue of papers stamped with the same military seal. In their train
travelled a group of real labourers, who did not have Lhe same
papers. The police arrested them, because they did not have their
papers stamped with the seal our forged papers had and the falsce
impression was created, that only our forged paper seals were Che
correct ones ....

Not looking particularly Jewish 1 could conktinue this work for a
considerable time, developing self assurance and merve as a  response
to being in constant danger.

The wnumber of our members working as labourers in France reached
sometimes about 70. In all we smuggled between 100 and 150 of our
people into France.

MENACHEM PINKHOF
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