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THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN IN MEMORY OF MY
MOTHER

AND IS DEDICATED WITH LOVE AND GRATITUDE TO
THE DIJKSTRA FAMILY OF THE NETHERLAND

AND TO ALL OF MY EXTENDED FAMILY IN ISRAEL
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16.03.2010
Dear Ami

Herewith | give you my information about the time that
Yael lived with our family. Because of my age | didn't
know at that time that Yael had to hide for the nazis. All
this information | heard from my parents after the war.
Moreover | heard that a foster son of my uncle and aunt
was a Jew.

He was about 2 years younger than me and his name was
Max Lezer. My parents told me that Yael came from
Vienna where she had also a younger sister. Between the
occupation of Austria and Holland she was sent by her
parents to Holland, because Holland was still considered
as a safe country. Her younger sister was sent to relatives
in the U.S.A. In Holland she got a job as nurse in a Jewish
hospital near Apeldoorn. She escaped from deportation to
Germany in January 1943 because she was ill in her

boarding house. After that she had to go into hiding.
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Shegot a very good identity card from an
organization that helped Jews to escape. This card was
from a girl of her age and had been found in a streetcar.
She got the name and identity of this girl. Only the photo
and the fingerprint had to replace by her. The
only problem was that she had still a Jewish appearance.
Through this network my parents were asked to hide her.
Probably a vicar of the Dutch reformed church, who knew
my parents, was a part of this network. As appears from
the photo from Grete, Yael came to our home after the
20th of May 1943 and as appears from her first postcard,
she left on the 11th of December 1943. We don't know
why she left. Probably she thought that France was safer
for her. Before her departure she left behind 14 photos.
After her departure we received from her 12 letters to keep
us informed about her experiences. Her last 2 letters came
from Tel Aviv. In here she wrote that she had found a job
as nurse in a hospital in Tel Aviv and that she thanked
God to have found back her sister from the U.S.A, who
had been married and who had a little boy. On the other
hand she had lost her parents.

Her last letter was dated 19th May 1947 and her address
was: Jael Ekart by Lande Tel Aviv Schech. Montefierc 19.
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Rech Hillel. Palestina. In the other letters she could not
openly write her experiences, because these letters could
fall into wrong hands. For instance "my boss had met an
accident™ probably means that her boss had been arrested
or even executed and it is better for my health means that
it was better for her safety.

After her last letter our correspondence stopped. My father
had asked a married couple from our village, who went to
Israel to see again a Jewish girl, to ask information about
Yael,

With help of her last address, but this was in vain. So he
believed that Yael wasn't alive anymore and this was the
end of his research.

After the death of my parents I got a small metal cigar-box
with letters and photos from Yael.

This was the start of my research and the start of an
extraordinary story to find back relatives of Yael. Before
to continue I need to introduce you to my family. My
parents had 3 children. My sister Froukje was born on 23-
4-1924 she died on 17-8-1978. She had been married
but they no children. Yael slept with her in the same room.
My brother Tjitte was born on 2-4-1926 He is still married
with Elske and they have 3 daughters, 1son and 4
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grandsons. I'm born on 2-11-1934. I'm married with Pietje
and we have 3 sons, 1 daughter, 2 granddaughters and 5
grandsons.

In 1997 we moved to Canada to start a new small business
with our daughter and our Canadian son in law. Here |
have met the Dutch consul general Dr. Albert Moses. With
his Jewish background he offered me to ask his
connections to look for Yael or for her sister or her son.
No results. In the meantime | had made transcriptions with
my typewriter of the Dutch handwritten letters of Yael.
After our return to Holland in august 2003 we planned in
2006 a visit to New Brunswick Canada and to Detroit. My
second son had been sent by his company for 3 year to
Detroit and we liked to combine these 2 destinations. After
a last minute cancellation we delayed our visit to
Detroit to 26-8-2006. Our daughter in law suggested to
visit the local Holocaust Museum on Monday 28th of
August. The lady of the reception advised us to come back
the next day because there was a big group of visitors and
they hadn't time enough for us for explanation. We
preferred to stay and we just wanted some information
about Dutch families where Jews were hided. In the

archive upstairs we couldn't find the names we were
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looking for. Coming downstairs we heard that the group of
visitors was Dutch so we could talk Dutch with them. My
first question to one of the group was if they knew a guy
with the name Max Lezer, the foster son of my uncle. The
answer was yes, he was there and he was the leader of the
group. After he was pointed out to me, I recognized him at
once because we had met each other for the last time at the
funeral of my uncle in 1980. But he didn't recognize me
after 26 year, so | had to mention my name. Then he told
me that he had written a book about his war and about his
postwar experiences and that he had mentioned my family
and my name in his book called "Max is a dog's name".
But he didn't know that my parents had hired a Jewish
nurse. Max has played a decisive role in finding back
Yael.

We were at the right place at the right moment.

This will do for today. The rest of the story | shall write
you the next time.

Best regards

Alef and Pietje
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My foster family, Dijkstra, from St. Jacobi Parochie in
Friesland, The Netherlands, is searching for a young
woman by the name of Lola (Jael) Ekart.
This young woman was in hiding with my foster family in
1942/1943. She also went by the false name of Jo.B. van
der Steen. At the end of 1943 she moved via Amsterdam



to Paris, where she worked in a hospital. My foster family
received some letters from her when she was in Paris.
After the war she emigrated to Tel Aviv, Israel. Here she
also worked as a nurse in hospitals. In Israel she found,
after 8 years of separation, her sister, who had married and
had a little boy. My foster family also received letters from
her from Israel. The last letter is from February 1947.
After this last letter they heard nothing from Lola (Jael),
and thought she had died. They had tried to get
information about Lola (Jael) from the Red Cross to
Embassies. Unfortunately they never received a positive
reply.

Now that they have found me after some 60 years
[MAZEL TOV! Serena], | advised them to start looking
again. Allgenerations is one of the last hopes to find out if
somebody out there did know Lola (Jael) Ekart and what

happened to her.
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YAD VASHEM

Holocaust Martyrs' and Heroes' Remembrance Authority 71722377 AOIXIWS 1102230 Mwy

Jerusalem, 24 October 2011
Mr. Alef Dijkstra
Burgemeester Kuperus Plein 151
R44?2 CK Heerenveen
The Netherlands

Dear Mr. Dijkstra,

We are pleased to announce that the Commission for Designation of the
Righteous has decided to award the title of “Righteous Among the Nations”
to your late parents, Dirk and Maartje Dijkstra (van der Wal), for help
rendered to Jewish persons during the period of the Holocaust at the risk of
their lives.

A medal and certificate of honor will be mailed to the Israeli embassy in Den
Haag, which will organize a ceremony in their honor. Please take into
consideration that the process of preparing the awards will take at least one
month. In the future their names will be added on the Righteous Honor Wall at
Yad Vashem

We should appreciate receiving photos of your parents, preferably of the
wartime period. We kindly suggest that you establish contact with the Embassy
- see contact information below - in order to learn of their plans for the
ceremony and its date.

Sincerely yours,

Irena Steinfeldt
Director, Dept. for the Righteous

cc: Mrs. Yael Bourshtein — c/o Michal Scop
\~ Mrs. Michal Scop — Hahistadrut 5, Givatayim 53573 - Israel
Mr. Joop Levy —Stichting Vrienden van Yad Vashem — G.vd Veenstraat 78, 1077 EK Amsterdam
Dr. Pinchas Bar-Efrat - Cc ission for the Desi ion of the Righteous, Jerusalem
Mr. Shaya Ben-Yehuda — International Relations Division, Yad Vashem
Mrs. Anne Dunkelgrun - Embassy of Israel, Buitenhof 47, 2513 AH Den Haag, tel
070-3760511, fax 0703760555

File #12196
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Yael (Jo) with our pussy,
in the garden of Dijkstra

Yael (Lola) with a friend,



All photo’s are dated June and July 1943

Yael Ekart
alias
Jo v.d. Steen

Max Arpels Lezer and Gerrit van Rees were 2 foster
children of my uncle and aunt Ype Wetterauw and
Baukje Wetterauw v.d.Wal. Max is a Dutch Jew, who
discovered that Yael was still alive. It was also a big
surprise, that we met Max again in the holocaust
museum in Detroit (U.S.A.) in 2006. We hadn’t seen
him after the death of my uncle n 1980.

My uncle and aunt had hided Max during the war.

45

House with smithy of D.T.Dijkstra
The 2 upper windows are of the
bedroom of Froukje and Yael

A view from the bedroom of Yael of our
neighbours across the street Oosteinde 71.

‘I"he village St. Jacobi parochie with in



Dirk Tjitte's Dijkstra 7-3-1896/22-3-1977
Son of Tjitte Jan’s Dijkstra

Maartje Watze’s v.d.Wal 20-1-1900/11-12-1874
Daughter of Watze Alefs v.d.Wal

Date photo March 1968

THE DIUKSTRA FAMILY JUNE 1948
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Ambassade van Israél
YAD VASHEM owl T

PLECHTIGHEID
op donderdag 29 maart 2012
/n het Kultureel Sintrum “De Groate Kerk”
te St. Jacobiparochie
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Dear Honored Guests and Dear Dijkstra family.

Unfortunately, my grandmother (or mother in law) Yael can't
join us today on the most significant ceremony in her and our
lives. (Yael is 89 years old and is not in the best of health and
therefore, was not able to travel here with us).
At the beginning of my speech, | would like to quote two
paragraphs from Yael's letters which seem that were written
especially for this event!
The first is from the Paris train station, on her way to Toulouse,
and the second one is from Israel.

30.3.1944
| would also like to tell you something else. Of course it's quite
possible, that 1 may have an accident during my job. If that
happens, you must definitely not think that the time I lived with
you had been for nothing. | have learned so much over there and
with you, and also in another respect, this time has been very
important for me.
7.11.1946
There are not many people in the world that risk their own life to
save other people and | do hope that one day, there will be an

opportunity to find a way to pay you a little bit back for all the
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great things that you have done for us. Don't think that we shall
ever forget, even if our people are not yet able to do something
to thank you in return.

Yael came to Israel in 1946 with a decision to open a new page
in her life and like many other Holocaust victims, she chose not
to speak or tell anything about what happened to her during the
war. The only thing we knew was that she was part of the Dutch
underground group in the Netherland and in Paris. We respected
her wishes, and didn't ask for more information. Until 2 years
ago, we had never heard of the Dijkstra family or the village
Sint Jacobi Parochie. You can imagine our shock when we
received the first e-mail from Alef saying that "Yael had been
hidden by my parents in 1943 after she escaped from
deportation by the Nazi's".

It was like getting a present — or more like receiving a key to a
safe which had been locked for 63 years!

Let me describe our first impression of the Dijkstra family
which was reflected from Alef's first mail. Alef wrote "We
would like to go by train to Haifa what is the name of the
railway station in Tel Aviv and in Haifa...?" Alef, whose
parents Dirk and Maartje risked their family life didn't even ask
us to meet them in the airport (which we did of course). For us
this says so much about Dijkstra family — their modesty and
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readiness to give without any intention to get something back in
return.

Due to your parents most courageous deeds, Yael survived the
Holocaust. She made her way to Israel and made a new life for
herself, married to Arnold and had a family. She is surrounded
and loved by her children and their families. Yael now has 8
grandchildren and 1 great grandchild. She worked many years as
a nurse, a profession so suitable to her character of optimism
and humanity, and of course her wanting to always help others.
Maybe this is what she meant when she wrote in her letter "I
have learned so much over there and with you"...

Dear Dijkstra family, Dear Max Lezer and all the other people
and organizations who helped you, we sincerely thank you from
the bottom of our heart for your relentless searched for Yael for
such long time, and gave us the great privilege to meet you and
personally thank you.

We are very pleased and proud that the State of Israel and Yad
Vashem are officially awarding the title of "Righteous Among
the Nations" to your late parents Dirk and Maartje Dijkstra . It's
a great honor that they wholeheartedly deserve without any
doubt.
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Let me quote once again the same sentence I began with: Don’t
think that we shall ever forget, even if our people are not yet
able to do something to thank you in return.

Well, now we feel that the circle is closed.

Let me end with a little story. When Alef and Pietje finished
their visit in Israel and traveled back to the Netherlands, the
security officers in the Ben Gurion airport asked them the
routine question "do you have family in Israel?" they answered
"Yes, now we have!" and that is exactly our feeling — that we
now have a family in Holland, and they are extremely special
people.

In the name of Yael and her entire family, we thank you, and
will never forget you.
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Haarlem, 22.December 1943.
Beste Mamilie Dijketral

| Nu ben ik al bijna 2 weken van U weg, en nog a1lltijd ben ik
nog niet op mijn nieuwe plaats begonnan.
Hoe gaat het bij U thuis?ls alles gezond?En hoe is het met poes?
Ts de opPosding 8l begonnen en verandert zi) al?

Mot mi) gaat het zo nog wsl heel goed.Ik logeer hier bij vriendem
n mejs¥je samen.Ve zijn de hele dag @ruk in de huishouling
bezig,want hier zijn tnee kleine kindersn van 1 1/2 jaar en dat goeeft
paturlijk een hele hoop werk.Maar dat is heel goed,daar hebben wi) ten-
minste geen tijd om over alles nax®tedenken.¥e hebben het hier rouze leuk,
mamr 1k hgop toch dat mijn vorhuising nu gauw in orde komt,want voor

mijn gezondhedd ia het leven hier in de stad niet zoo best.Net op de Asg

dat ik naar Amsterdam kwam 48 de mijn heer die mij bear mijn nieuwe baas
wou bringen

met nog

verongelukt,daarom moet ik nu nog even afwachten.As kel maar
ntet zo lang duurt,het is me wel erg tegen gevallen.

Wat zegt U ervan,dat ik ‘o: s oNinT SehwIjrIDertte, nict?

gaar ze staat hier toch en ik heb al zolang niet geschreven,dsar moet ik

r san bestje ceXfenen.-van de week wa.

de jonge uit Witmaarsum hier,
ni) komt het bock wel een keer halep.:ij wam wel verbaasd me hier te zien.
Ik mach nu van de doktor ook wellss wandolen,messtal @ 1k

slavonds.Overdag 1s heel vaak,welles sen pasr uuren lang,luchtalarm.
Daar maoh men naturlijk niet naar buiten,maar het wordt dan meeat 2o
aat men ook hel 1 geen zin hesft nmar buiten te maan.

Het 4s hier naturlijk lang niet zo rustig as bij U.Hier in het huis is
het ook veel druker,het komt veel visite sn e kleinen kinderen hoort men
naturlijk de hele dag.Fls komt ook heel vaak hier,bijna slke dag.

Nu moet ik ophouden,want het is al over 2 uur(a'nachtal,we
gman hier alltijd onzettend laat naar bed.).

Ik wensch U nog hesl prettige feestdagen on het beats voor
U allemal. U hoort hedl gauw weer van me,of van hier,of van miin nieuws
werkplaats. Met de besten groeten

T, HRBRen2 b 3¢ lucifersme:

,\
ricen goed {
,hier zijn zo véel sorten,

Aaar moat ik a11%1ja man Aler denken.
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Citaat il de brief van Yael Ekart aan Fam. D, Dijkstra, smederij te St.-Jabik
"Hel zijn er niel veel mensen op de wereld, die hun eigen leven op het spel
20tten om anderen te redden”.

Yael Ekant Tel Aviv 7-11-1946

Yael (Loly) Ekant * 22-9-1823
28-5-2014 RS

heeft "De Groate Kerk" enkele malen bezocht toen ze was ondergedoken bij
Dirk en Maartje Dijketra to SL-Jabik van mei tot december 1943,

De dominee van "De Groate Kerk" had tegen haar gezegd: "Hier hoef je niet
meer bang te zijn. Hier ben je veilig”. Ondanks het veel grotere gevaar werd
20 fid van de geweldloze verzetsgroep van pacifist Joop Westerweel, die er
in slaagde het leven van een paar honderd Joden en andere viuchtelingen le
redden door ze via Parijs, de standplaats van Yael, naar Spanje te begeleiden,

111

The dear Dijkstra Family and Honored Guests,

Last September, Alef and Pietje visited Israel for Yael's
90™ birthday. It was at that time when Alef suggested the
idea of a memorial stone and requested our consent. And
of course, we agreed but did not discuss this with Yael.
We assume that if we would ask her, she would decline
the idea mainly for two reasons:

The first is due to the fact that we are talking about a
period of time which is not to be spoken about, and
secondly, she would ask — "Why for me?" There were

others that were active in the underground Yop Westerwil
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and some of them even lost their lives due to their efforts.
Well, there's a stage in life that children make decisions
regarding their parents and this is apparently one of them.
Yael made efforts to hide her past from us. She began to
open up a bit as a result of the Dijkstra’s visit. Due to her
age, there are events and memories that have been
forgotten, but there are still memories that she will not
discuss or share with us at all, especially about her
childhood and family in Vienna and her underground
activities in Paris.

Let me explain here that we grew up thinking that Yael
was born in Holland — that's even what's written in her
Israeli Identity Card. Our attempts to get more bits of
information about this end up with her saying this
sentence again and again: "It's better not to talk about it."
And then we knew that this was her limit and that she
would not allow us to cross that boundary, so there's no
sense in trying to ask again for further details.

In spite of all that Yael experienced in her childhood and
young adulthood both personally and with all the Jewish
people worldwide, she remained optimistic, hated fighting
and wars, and kept her sense of humor. In recent

discussions with her friends and colleagues from the
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underground, we learned that even in the toughest and
darkest hours, Yael remained optimistic and in self-
control, and was a source of hope and strength for the
entire group. Even today, with her poor health, she
remains optimistic and maintains her great sense of humor.
Unfortunately, she's been in and out of the hospital several
times lately, but still, it amazes us and of course pleases
us, that we see how the medical teams fall in love with her
and laugh at her jokes.

During each conversation with Yael there are a few topics
that are always discussed...and one of them is Alef and
Pietje. Yael loves looking at all of the photos from their
visits and always asks us "Do they know why I left them?"
And now, 67 years later, they know.......

Yael is very fond of animals, especially her Siamese cat
"Puspus.” Yael tries to convince us that PusPus is kind and
gentle and cute, but between us, the cat is a real "little
devil" — and | have the proof for that.....

Well, after 67 years, we discovered that Yael was not born
with this love for animals, but that it began right here in

Saint Jacobiparoche ....with the Dijkstra family.
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I would truly like to thank the Foundation of the Old
Frisian Churches for allowing us to place the memorial
stone on the wall of De Grote Kerk.

And a very special thanks to the Dijkstra family and
especially to Alef and Pietje who initiated the idea of this
memorial and made all of the arrangements, taking into
account every little detail. In our family, we already have
added to our lexicon a common usage of these words, "Do
it the Dijkstra way" — meaning that the task should be
done perfectly.

We truly thank all of you here today that helped and
supported the making of this beautiful ceremony.

Alef and Pitija, with whom we had the fortune of meeting
in 2010, have continually succeeded in surprising us again
and again...and this ceremony is living proof. The
connection between our families is growing stronger thru
letters, mails, photos, birthday greetings and more visits.
Thank you again so much for this great honor which you
have extended to Yael and her family. From this day on,
our tie to Saint Jacobiparoche and De Grote Kerk is no
longer just a story from the past, but a memorial that
reaches the future and beyond...... In the name of Yael and

her family of four generations in Israel, we thank you all.
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